Serial No. 10/645,010 



Art Unit: 3751 



Applicant further requests amendments to page 12, lines 8-17 of the specification 
to correct typographical errors, as provided below. The corrections are to properly 
identify elements of the invention illustrated in FIG. 2. 

As shown in FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the portion of the distal end 115 and the 
inner surface adjacent to the opening 114 can be further configured to define a 
groove/notch-type combination that will permit the barrel 104 and the handle 102 to be 
removably and securely connected. For instance, the distal end 115 of the handle 102 can 
include one or more tabs, ribs or other protrusions 109 111 configured for mating with 
corresponding slots or grooves 144 109 defined in the inner surface adjacent to the 
opening 114. The slots or grooves 144 109 can be configured to receive the one or more 
tabs or ribs where the distal end 115 of the handle 102 and the proximal end 113 of the 
barrel 104 are coupled, and can be sized to insure that when coupled the tabs or ribs 409 
111 mate with the surfaces of the slots or grooves 414 109 to achieve a close fit. 




Amendments to Claims Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(c) 
Applicant respectfully requests amendment of claims 1, 6, 9-15, 18-19 and 21, 
and respectfully requests cancellation of claims 2-5, 7-8, 20, and 22-27, as provided 
below. In addition, Applicant respectfully requests the addition of new claims 28-29 to 
the present application, as provided below. 
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1 . (Currently amended) A fluid dispensing brush comprising: 

a body barrel portion defining a first chamber and a handle portion operativelv 
connected to the barrel portion and defining a second chamber, the body barrel portion 
having a plurality of openings defined in at least a portion of its outer surface in fluid 
communication with the first chamber and a plurality of bristles projecting therefrom; 

a fluid assembly contained in the second chamber of the handle portion , the fluid 
assembly having including an enclosed pressuriz e d fluid reservoir configured to maintain 
a quantity of fluid under pressure and an enclosed gas pressure cartridge operativelv 
connected to a proximal end of the fluid reservoir such that a first interior chamber 
defined within the fluid reservoir and a second interior chamber defined within the gas 
pressure cartridge are in fluid communication when the fluid reservoir and the gas 
pressure cartridge are operativelv connected, the gas pressure cartridge being constructed 
and arranged to discharge a volume of pressurized gas from the second interior chamber 
to the first interior chamber of the fluid reservoir to thereby continuously pressurize the 
first interior chamber of the fluid reservoir and any fluid contents of the fluid reservoir 
when the gas pressure cartridge is operativelv connected to the fluid reservoir and until 
pressurized gas is depleted from the gas pressure cartridge; and furth e r having 

an actuator disposed along an outer surface of the handle portion such that the 
actuator is operativelv connected to an actuator valve defined in a distal end of the fluid 
reservoir, the actuator being further disposed and configured such that when actuated the 
actuator actuates the actuator value and configur e d to discharge a volume of pressure 
from the pressurized fluid reservoir wh e n actuat e d such that a volume of fluid contents is 
discharged from the pressurized fluid reservoir; and 

a nozzle extending from the first interior chamber of the fluid reservoir and 
contained in the first chamber of the barrel portion , the nozzle having one or more holes 
defined in at least a portion of its outer surface along a terminal portion, each hole being 
in fluid communication with the first chamber, the nozzle being configured and 
connected to the pressurized fluid reservoir such that the nozzle receives at least a portion 
of the volume of fluid contents discharged from the pressurized fluid reservoir and the 
one or more holes discharge the volume of fluid contents into the first chamber as at least 
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one of a fluid spray and a fluid mist, wherein the plurality of openings vents the fluid 
spray or mist from the brush. 
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2.-5. Cancelled. 

6. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 4 I, wherein movement of the s witch 
actuator from the a first position to the a^second position includ e s d e pr e s s ing the switch 
actuates the actuator . 

7. -8. Cancelled. 

9. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 7 I, wherein the compr e s se d 
pressurized gas is selected from the group consisting of compressed air, compressed N 2 0 
and compressed C0 2 . 

1 0. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 1 , wherein each of the one or more 
holes of the nozzle is sized and configured, and wherein the actuator valve is further 
configured to discharge the volume of pressure with sufficient force, such that the nozzle 
discharges the fluid volume of fluid contents as at least one of fine fluid droplets and 
ultra-fine fluid droplets. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The brush of claim 44- 10, wherein each of the one or more 
holes has a span of from about 0.4 mm to about 1 .0 mm. 

12. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 1 , wherein each of the one or more 
holes of the nozzle is sized and configured, and wherein the actuator valve is further 
configured to discharge the volume of pressure with sufficient force, such that the nozzle 
discharges the volume of fluid contents as at least one of an atomized fluid spray and an 
atomized fluid mist. 

13. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 1 , wherein the nozzle further includes a 
hollow elongated tube configured to extend from the first chamber into the second 
chamber, and further configured to place an interior of the nozzle in fluid communication 
with the first interior chamber of the pr e ssurized fluid reservoir. 
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1 4. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 2 1, wherein each of the barrel portion 
and the handle portion are configured such that the barrel portion is removably connected 
to the handle portion. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 2 I, wherein the barrel portion defines a 
circular cylinder. 

1 6. The brush of claim 15, wherein the plurality of bristles is distributed along the 
outer surface of the cylinder such that the plurality of bristles defines a round brush. 

17. The brush of claim 1 5, wherein the plurality of openings is distributed along the 
outer surface of the cylinder such that the fluid vents from a circumferential perimeter of 
the circular cylinder. 

18. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 2 I, wherein the barrel portion defines a 
paddle-shaped conformation having a first side and a second side, wherein the plurality of 
bristles and the plurality of openings are disposed along at least a portion of the first side. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The brush of claim 2 1, wherein the handle portion defines 
a circular cylinder. 

20. Cancelled. 
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2 1 . (Currently amended) A fluid dispensing brush comprising: 

a body barrel portion defining a first chamber and a handle portion defining a 
second chamber, the barrel portion and the handle portion being operativelv connected ; 

at least a portion of an outer surface of the body barrel portion defining a plurality 
of openings in fluid communication with the first chamber and having a plurality of 
bristles projecting therefrom; 

first means contained by th e body within the second chamber to contain and to 
maintain a quantity of fluid under pr e ssur e; 

second means contained within the second chamber to apply pressure to the 
quantity of fluid wherein said means is operativelv connected to said means to contain a 
quantity of fluid; 

means contained by th e body within the second chamber to discharge a volume of 
pr e ssuriz e d fluid from said means to contain a quantity of fluid ; and 

means contained by th e body within the first chamber to receive at least a portion 
of the volume of fluid discharged and to vent the volume of fluid through the plurality of 
openings. 

22. -27. Cancelled. 

28. (New) The brush of claim 1 a wherein the terminal portion of the nozzle further 
includes a dispensing valve constructed and arranged such that a span of each of one or 
more holes is adjustable. 

29. (New) The brush of claim 28, wherein the dispensing valve is constructed and 
arranged such that rotation of the terminal portion of the nozzle adjusts a span of each of 
one or more holes. 
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30. (New) A fluid dispensing brush comprising: 

a barrel portion defining a first chamber and a handle portion operatively 
connected to the barrel portion and defining a second chamber; 

a plurality of dispensing apertures defined in at least a portion of an outer surface 
of the barrel portion, the plurality of dispensing apertures being in fluid communication 
with the first chamber; 

a plurality of bristles disposed along and projecting from at least a portion of the 
outer surface of the barrel portion; 

a fluid reservoir and a gas pressure cartridge disposed within the second chamber 
of the handle portion, the fluid reservoir and the gas pressure cartridge being operatively 
connected such that a first interior chamber of the fluid reservoir and a second interior 
chamber of the gas pressure cartridge are in fluid communication, the first interior 
chamber being configured to contain fluid contents and to receive a supply of pressurized 
gas from the second interior chamber of the gas pressure cartridge; and 

a nozzle assembly extending from the first interior chamber of the fluid reservoir 
into the first chamber of the barrel portion, the nozzle assembly having a terminal portion 
with a plurality of dispensing apertures defined along at least a portion of its outer 
surface, the plurality of dispensing apertures being in fluid communication with the first 
interior chamber of the fluid reservoir and the first chamber of the barrel portion. 
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31. (New) The brush of claim 30 wherein the terminal portion of the nozzle 
assembly further includes a valve, the valve being constructed and arranged to adjust a 
span of one or more dispensing apertures. 

32. (New) The brush of claim 3 1 wherein the valve includes a manually actuated 
valve. 

33. (New) The brush of claim 3 1 wherein a span of one or more dispensing apertures 
includes a range of from about 0.4 mm to about 1.0 mm. 

34. (New) The brush of claim 3 1 wherein the handle portion includes at its proximal 
end a cap portion, the cap portion being removably connected to the handle portion to 
permit access to the second chamber when removed from the handle portion. 

35. (New) The brush of claim 34 wherein the gas pressure cartridge is removably 
connected to the fluid reservoir. 

36. (New) The brush of claim 35 wherein the cap portion further includes a bias 
mechanism such that when the cap portion is attached to the handle portion, the bias 
mechanism abuts the gas pressure cartridge to dispose the gas pressure cartridge in 
operable connection with the fluid reservoir. 

37. (New) The brush of claim 30 further comprising an actuator switch disposed 
along an outer surface of the handle portion and further disposed such that when the 
actuator switch is actuated a volume of pressure and a volume of fluid are discharged 
from the first interior chamber of the fluid reservoir. 

38. (New) The brush of claim 30 further comprising at least a portion of a surface of 
the handle portion is constructed of at least one of a translucent material and a transparent 
material to permit visual inspection of the second chamber. 
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39, (New) The brush of claim 30 further comprising at least a portion of a surface of 
the fluid reservoir is constructed of at least one of a translucent material and a transparent 
material to permit visual inspection of the first interior chamber. 



